The Modern Catholic Encyclopedia. The range of inquiries were theological documents, saints (past and present), historical periods of importance, Church traditions, practices, and Church teachings. Although not all questions were answered, it is still an accurate, instructive, and valuable resource enabling further analysis with numerous cross references per entry.
The authors acknowledge that the Church has gone through many periods of turbulence especially early in the 21st century, but there have been and continue to be a tremendous group of people that remain faithful and are able to revitalize the Church in the process. This book also recognizes the people, past and present, who have enriched the spiritual history of the Church. Their witness to the living Lord is documented within these pages as testimony to their faithfulness. Among these are: Mary, Peter, Paul, Mother Teresa, Pope John Paul II, Dorothy Day, and Thomas Merton.
The authors also recognize the influence of scholarly, lay men and women and comprehend their acceptance of Scripture study daily. Like the saints, the deepening of their understanding of the Catholic Church's teachings can enlighten their spiritual journey. Unlike other encyclopedias, this book gives a foundational knowledge of the Catholic Church to pursue a spiritual faith within a parish church.
The font size and format made reading the entries trouble-free. The information was slightly more difficult to access as the cross referenced sections are not numbered. Also, it should be noted that The Modern Catholic Encyclopedia was published before the passing of Pope John Paul II, and therefore, there is no mention of Pope Benedict XVI.
Although there is more than a 2,000 year history filled with ritual and traditions, over 1,400 succinct entries and 250 illustrations address the most common teachings of the Church. The Modern Catholic Encyclopedia would make an excellent resource for middle or high school classrooms as well as for college students. This book should be on the shelf of every Catholic school, elementary through college, as an informational resource. It would be useful for everything from researching reports to evangelizing the most universal teachings of the Church, to establishing a strong foundation for catechesis.
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